


& Judith Butler
Gender Trouble

‘Rereadmg thrs hoo ;ds weH as readmg it
reshapes the categones through ‘which we expenence “and: per-

form our lives and bodies. To be: troabled in this way isan mtel-'_ e

lectual pleasure and a pohtrcal necessrty
Danna Haraway ; (RN

Thn!hng and provocatrve the book you hold in your hands is per-
haps the essential work of contemporary feminist thought, its
‘intellectualreference pointsinclude Foucault and Freud, Wittig,
Kristeva and lIrigaray. Indeed, few other academic works have
roused passions as much. One of the most talked-about scholar-
ly works ‘of the past fifty years, Judith Butler's Gender Trouble is
as celebrated as-itis controversral :

Buﬂer argues that tradrtrona! femrmsm is wrong to ook to & nat— k
_ural, ‘essential’ notion of the female, orindeed of sex or gender.”

She'starts. by questioning the category 'woman’: - who does it
‘include, and who decides who'it includes? And she continues in
‘this -vein; 'the masculine' and ‘the feminine’ are not biologically
fixed but culturally presupposed Best known however, yet also

most.often misinterpreted, is Butler's .concept-of gender as a.

reiterated social performance rather than the expressron of a
“prior reality.

Judith Butler (b. 1956) is*one of the m{os’t‘inﬂ'uential theorists

writing today. She is Maxine Elliot Professor in the Departments
of Rhetori¢c and Comparative Lrterature at the University of
California, Berkeley.
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